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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims, as follows: 
Claims 1-20 cancelled 

21. (cancelled) 

22. (cancelled) 

23. (currently amended) The pnoumatio radial ply runflat - tiro of claim 21 characteriz e d in 
^»fe -A pn&umaLic radial plv mnflat tire having a tread a carcass structure comprising at least one 
radial carcass ply^ and two sidewalls comprising: 

a single circumferentiallv-disoosed wedge insert disposed on an inner surface of each 
sidewalL each wedge insert having a saw-tooth shaped cross-section comprising a plurality of 
ciTcumferentiallv disposed segments each of which is separated fl^m one anotlier- during normal- 
inflated operation, bv a plurality of intervening circumferential grooves: 

wherein each groove is bounded by an outer surface of a given segment and an inner 
surface of an adjacent segment: ^id 

the outer surface of a given segment and the inner surface of an adjacent segment 

intersect at a hinge point P, and the segments can therefore pivot with respect to each other: 

the outer surface of a given segment is convex; and 

the inner surface of an adjacent segment is concave; 

wherein during runflat operation* when the outer surface engages the inner surface, axial 
deflection is substantially prevented. 

24. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 21 characterized in that the 
outer surface of a given insert and the inner surface of an adjacent insert engage each other 
during runflat operation. 

25. (currently amended) The pneumatio H ?adial ply runflat tiro of claim 2 - 1 - ■ charact e riz e d 

inthat T 

A pneumatic radial plv runflat thg having a tread, a carcass structure comprising at least 
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one radial carcass plv, and two sidewalls comprising: 

a single circumfcrcntiallv-disposed wedee insert disposod on an inner surface of each 
sidewalL each wedee insert having a saw-tooth shaped cross-section comprising a plurality of 
circimiferentiallv disposed segments each of which is separated from one another^ during normal- 
inflated operation, bv a plurality of intervening circumferential grooves: 

wherein each groove is bounded bv an outer surface of a given segment and an inner 
surface of an adjacent segment 

the outer surface of a given segment and the inner surface of an arif arj>nt R&^(mt 

intersect at a hinge point P« and the segments can therefore pivot with respect to each othen and 

(he outer surface of a given insert and the inner sur&cc of an adjacent insert are both non- 
flat sur&ces. 

26. (currently amended) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 34- 25 
characterized in that: 

an inner liner is disposed on the inner and outer surfaces of the segments. 

27. (currently amended) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim S4- 25 
characterized in that: 

an inner liner is disposed between the wedge insert and an inner ply of the tire. 

28. (currently amended) Th e pn e umatic radial ply runflat tiro of claim 21 characteriz e d in 
thafer -A pneumatic radial plv runflat tire having a tread, a carcass stnictx>re comprising at least one 
radial carcass plv, and two sidewalls comprising: 

a single circumferentiallv-disposed wedge insert disposed on an inner surface of each 
sidewall each wedge insCTt having a saw-tooth shaped cross^ection comprising a plurality of 
circumferentiallv disposed segments eachof which is separated from one another, during normal- 
inflated operation, bv a oluralitv of intervening circumferential grooves; 

wherein each groove is bounded bv an outer surface of a given segment and an inner 
surface of an adjacent segment: 

die outer surface of a given segment and the inner surface of an adiacent segment 

3 



PAGE 5/1 1 * RCVD AT 2(9/2005 3:36:07 PM (Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:216 752 0957 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-04 



2005 02/09 WED 15:37 FAX 216 752 0957 LA^V OFFICE HOWARD M COHN 



intersect at a hinge point P, and the segments can therefore pivot with respect to each other and 
the length of the inner and outer surfaces of the segments extend less than the thickness of the 
insert. 

29. (original) A pneumatic radial ply runflat tire having a tread, a carcass structure 
coniprising at least one radial carcass ply, two sidewalls and at least one wedge insert disposed 
on an inner surface of each sidewall, each wedge insert comprising a plurality of 
circumferentially disposed segments each of which is separated from one another, during nomial- 
inllated operation, by a plurality of intervening circumferential grooves; and 

each groove is bounded by an outer surface of a given segment and an inner surface of an 
adjacent segment; 

characterized in that: 

at least one of the outer surface of a given insert and the inner surface of an adjacent 
insert is a non-flat surface. 

30- (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 29, characterised in that: 
the outer surfaces of selected ones of the segments are convex; and 
the inner surfaces of selected ones of the segments are concave. 

31. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 29, characterized in that: 
the outer surface of a given segment is convex; and 

the inner surface of an adjacent segment is concave; 

wherein during runflat operation, when the outer surface engages the inner surface, axial 
deflection is substantially prevented. 

32. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 29, characterized in that: 
the outer surface of a given segment is concave; and 

the inner surface of an adjacent segment is convex; 

wherein during runflat operation, when the outer surface engages the inner surface^ axial 
deflection is substantially prevented. 
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33. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 29, characterized in that: 
the outer surface of a given segment and the inner surface of an adjacent segment surfaces 

intersect at a hinge point P, and the segments can therefore pivot with respect to each other. 

34. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 29 characterized in that the 
outer surface of a given insert and the inner surface of an adjacent insert engage each other 
during runflat operation. 

35. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claim 29 characterized in that: 
an inner liner is disposed on the inner and outer surfaces of the segments, 

36. (original) The pneumatic radial ply nmflat tire of claim 29 characterized in that: 
an inner liner is disposed between the wedge insert and an inner ply of the tire. 

37. (original) The pneumatic radial ply runflat tire of claun 29, characterized in that: 

the length of the inner and outer surfaces of the segments extend less than the thickness of 
the insert. 

38. (cancelled) 

39. (cancelled) 

40. (cancelled) 
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